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were the Democrats, whom Seward, Weed, and Raymond
were opposing, while their special friends were all Radicals
and righting the President. But while their followers are
thwarting and resisting the President, the triumvirate
claim to be his friends, and are actually and undeniably, by
their intrigues, directing his movements, influencing and
controlling such men as Doolittle to evade the true issue. I
trust D. is beginning to have a more correct appreciation
of matters.

July 11, Wednesday. This morning received telegram
that my nephew, Samuel Welles, constructing engineer at
Mare Island, died last evening at 7.15 from injuries re-
ceived by the explosion of a steam boiler in the Navy Yard.
His death is a loss to his country as well as his family, for
he was one of the most promising young men in all my
acquaintance. Had it pleased God to spare his life, he bade
fair to be at the very head of his profession, and would from
his ability and integrity have been, if he chose public life,
among the first citizens of California. Although young,
he was the ablest and best civil engineer in the service, and
I know not how nor whom to select to fill his place. Of fine
abilities, excellent judgment, great kindness of heart,
suavity of manners, and readiness to serve and befriend
others, he endeared himself to all who knew him. I loved
him as a son. He had always great respect and affection
for me, had spent much time in my family, and was almost
as one of our household. In September he was to have
returned home and to have been married. But, alas, all is
changed.

There is rumored this evening that Postmaster-General
Dennison has resigned. I shall not be disappointed if such
is the case. For two or three months he has wavered on
important measures, been less intimate and familiar per-
sonally than he was, and some recent indications and re-
marks have prepared me for this step. If it has not been
taken already, I have little doubt that it soon will be.